Wednesday, July 21, 2021

John C. Hopewell, 111

Hopewell Law Firm, LLC
21122 0Old Scenic Highway - Suite B
Zachary, Louisiana 70791

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics %@%
Docket No. 2021-352 &
&
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Dear Mr. Hopewell: BN
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The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its July 9, 2021 meetm&&?o@d@%d your request
for an advisory opinion as to whether the Louisiana Code of Gé?e@’i‘m ital Ethics (“Code™)
would prohibit your law firm from subleasing an office to a %&rd;ﬁa{gy contractor of the City

of Zachary while you also serve as the City Attorney for tl@ 1@' o@%achary
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FACTS PROVID;@’
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You are a practicing attorney, the City At@rney@f%&t’]{@%,\lty of Zachary, and the managing
member of Hopewell Law Firm, LLC (“\ . @ %&h \@?e appointed the City Attorney for the
City of Zachary in 2011. As the Cit gﬁ\ieypy%Pare the Chief Legal Officer for the City of
Zachary. S q&o > ;&\"9

AVAN c}°

The Firm leases its office space flég gﬁ’&&qﬁlc Properties, LLC. After one of the Firm’s offices
spaces became available fi r\\§ %@ a third party contractor of the City of Zachary
approached the Firm abou’&%u@lea\s@lg an available office space. The third party contractor
(PEC, Inc.) provides tec@@l icaP guidance and construction contract management professional
services to the Cltyggé%a&aW%Your involvement with the contract between PEC and the City
of Zachary is llm&gdéo %@11‘ provision of legal advice to the Mayor of the City of Zachary or
the City Coun@:l ‘gﬁ%%&@rs and/or projects overseen by PEC. The Mayor and the Council are
the only pml%@/vlg):%ave decision-making authority concerning PEC’s contract with the City

of Zachary oﬁ:(}p‘tracts that PEC oversees.
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La,@\Ré‘\ 42:1102(20.1) defines “service” to mean the performance of work, duties,
QQeQ@})nmblhtles or the leasing, rental, or sale of movable or immovable property.
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La. R.S. 42:1111(C)(2)(d) provides that no public servant and no legal entity in which the
public servant exercises control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, shall
receive any thing of economic value for or in consideration of services rendered, or to be
rendered, to or for any person during his public service unless such services are: (d) Neither
performed for nor compensated by any person or from any officer, director, agent, or
employee of such person, if such public servant knows or reasonably should know that such
person has or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships with
the public servant's agency; conducts operations or activities which are regulated bga%the
public employee’s agency; or has substantial economic interests which may be sub%&ngally
affected by the performance or nonperformance of the public employee’s off1c1al§u &@
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CONCLUSION

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that based &ﬁ’tl@e&? presented the
Code does not prohibit the Firm from entering into a sublease w&@l th party contractor.
La. R.S. 42:1111(C)(2)(d) prohibits a public servant and le@ g@tlt@i‘s in which the public
servant owns more than twenty-five percent shall recelg@ a Qxﬁ%\g of economic value for
service rendered or to be rendered for any person erp?' Qrg‘o%e public servant would be
prohibited from receiving gifts in accordanceewit{y:fﬁé J@S&@\‘Z\ 1115(A)(1) or (B). The third
party contractor does not have a contract 13@?5 Ot other financial relationship with
your agency - the Office of the City A ..\Q@@nally, the mere performance of your
duties as the City Attorney does not3 e»% sﬁ%s&zhtlal effect on PEC’s economic interests.
Therefore, a sublease between the a@@ th@ochlrd party contractor would not violate La.
R.S.42:1111(C)(2)(d). —@é 9
S
This advisory opinion is basedb%olgly Q@the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in %&?fg«ﬁe@gppllcatlon of the provisions of the Louisiana Code of
Governmental Ethics. B@Sarg;ﬁsues no opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other than
the Louisiana Code@ §;8ve§»nmental Ethics, the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the
Lobbyist Dlsclosugse é‘iﬁf Qﬁ% the conflict of interest provisions contained in the Louisiana
Gaming Contrqﬁa@ Ig%u have any questions, please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225)

219-5600. o‘\. é}
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Py @ﬂ Sincerely,
% Q LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

LaToya D. Jordan
For the Board
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